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Poverty has more to do with relationships than resources, with power than possessions. The fall resulted in alienation from God and distorted relationships, out of which arise oppression, conflict, apathy, isolation, prejudice, moral confusion, and the deprivations and hardships we call poverty.  Poverty occurs in three dimensions---relationship with God (spiritual), humanity (social), and the environment (physical).

The gospel alone addresses the relationship issues that keep people shackled in poverty.  At least 13 specific shackles bind the poor:

1.   Power structures and individuals limit the options of the poor.  People with “god-complexes” exist in every sphere of human activity.  They owe their status to maintaining the contrast between themselves and the poor.

2.   Society’s mainstream views the poor as social non-entities, or non-factors.  In so doing, it produces a self-fulfilling prophecy.  People who are “non-factors” cannot influence social change.
3.   The community around the poor isolates them from the rest of society.  It fails to embrace the poor into community and prevents the poor from seeking community elsewhere.

4.   When traditional care networks break down among the poor, they turn to outsiders for help.  Sadly, these outsiders are often professional caregivers who fail to genuinely love those that they are hired to serve.  True compassion is not the same as good intentions.

5.   The poor usually live in physical isolation from the rest of society.  They cannot compete economically for the choice locations.  On the other hand, those who are not poor, rarely offer hospitality to those who are, and rarely in preferable locations.
6.   The poor live in areas vulnerable to natural disasters.  Not only do they bear the brunt of the disasters, they usually take the longest time to recover from such.

7.    The poor are relegated to living in environmentally hazardous areas.  They are more dependent on the physical environment for their livelihood and therefore are more likely to be affected by the negative decline of that environment.

8.   The poor are made physically vulnerable, weak and diseased by their living conditions.  They live on the edge of survival with no safety net to protect them.
9.   The poor are indoctrinated by distorted versions of history written by the powerful.  Often illiterate and unquestioning, they are given various spins about themselves and others that perpetuate their own poor self-esteem.  By this, they become pawns in the hands of those who design their prejudicial reading of history with little hope, themselves, of becoming history-makers.

10.  The poor believe that there is no hope for meaningful change, and so develops a fatalism about life.  Hope is more than a feeling or state of mind.  It is an attitude or a frame of reference that governs choices, directions and destinies.

11.  The poor become locked into a mind-set that equates their identity with their poverty.  Intransient poverty becomes the only expectation left to their children and grandchildren.

12.  The poor tolerate abuse because, over time they accept abuse as normal.  Those who have the power are skilled at manipulating the poor to turn on each other.  In turn, the poor learn to keep a safe distance from the powerful rather than confronting them or collaborating with them to create change.

13. The poor are imprisoned to hostile spiritual forces, both within their ranks and from the other classes, whose aim is to control their actions and attitudes, create a climate that curses God, and keep them alienated from Him.

The Good News is that Jesus came to proclaim freedom and wholeness to all people.  When we understand the gospel in its full breadth and dimensions, we see that God has a plan to reverse the effects of the fall.  When put into practice by Christians of faith, it brings justice for the oppressed, healing for the sick, compassion for the needy, and reconciliation for the alienated.

